Ways to Improve Parish Response to Domestic Violence

Raise Awareness 
1. Place palm cards with national and state hotline numbers in women’s bathrooms.

2. Post posters that say no to domestic violence in parish office, church hall and lobby. Local agencies can provide posters or www.domesticviolenceoutreach.org has resource information to download.

3. Assign someone to assure there is a prayer of the faithful dedicated to domestic violence once a month, whether for victims, children, or perpetrators. (see www.domesticviolenceoutreach.org for sample prayers)

4. Print monthly short articles or announcements about domestic violence in bulletin (see 
our website for samples). Three sentences that might include statistics, a story or news report about domestic violence and use a graphic (search free domestic violence clip art) 

5. Develop a mission statement for the ministry group.

6. Design and print and place in the church entrance a brochure defining the ministry. The brochure might have the mission statement, statistics, excerpts from US bishops statement When I Call for Help, national and state hotline #s, contact info for the group, how to recognize DV, how to respond to a victim.

7. Be present and provide your ministry with brochures at key parish events.

8. Invite speakers on different topics, e.g., DV agency, police, social service providers, impact on children, human trafficking, etc. For Chicago police, invite Aileen Robinson, DV Operations Coordinator for CPD 312-745-6340 ax 0348 or aileen.robinson@chicagopolice.org 

9. Organize a training for committee members and parish /school staff and catechists and youth minister which is open to all parishioners.  ACDVO offers a 4-hour training.

10. Send at least one member of the parish ministry committee for 40-hours intensive training. 

11. Develop a DV directory or manual in parish reception office (see website for resources).

12. Organize a special activity or activities (prayer service, speakers, movie, etc.) in October, domestic violence awareness month, see list of activities on archdiocesan website  (www.domesticviolenceoutreach.org)

13. Use testimonies in the pulpit on special occasions to sensitize the congregation, e.g.,
a. On Mother’s and Father’s Day have victims and/or reformed abusers testify. 
b. International day of women – March 8 – organize an event for women but include domestic violence.

14. Collaborate with neighboring parishes and churches to make an area ministry, especially those in your area.

15. Help in neighboring shelters and domestic violence agencies as volunteers, etc. 

16. Announce your meetings and activities in the parish bulletin, keep the list of your members and interested supporters, be sure to contact people who miss a meeting to inform them of progress. 

17. Participate in biannual assembly of parishes working on domestic violence held at Holy Name Cathedral.

18. Attend the annual archdiocesan Mass on domestic violence on Saturday October 5, 2019, at 5:15 pm.

Connect to Services
1. Decide to what local agency or agencies you want to refer victims for assistance. Before deciding, invite them to speak in the parish about what they provide and how to access. 

2. Place a permanent box in the parish bulletin that states something like “If you have a problem in your relationship and want help, please call ________. Include your local DV agency and the national hotline 800−799−7233 and Illinois hotline 877-863-6338. 

3. Help recruit volunteers for a local shelter and DV programs and support their events.

Prevention
1. Introduce teaching on healthy relationships to parish school, religious education, especially confirmation program. Safe Date and Dating Matters are good resources (see our website)
2. Organize a viewing of selected chapters from The Hunting Ground for high schoolers, college students and their parents. See our website for a design of the event.  

Preach about domestic violence
1. At least one sermon per year
2. Use explicit examples of DV victims in other sermons, e.g., for faith, courage, etc.
3. Correct distortions of scripture
4. Explain DV includes physical, emotional, sexual, economic abuse is never justified
5. Emphasize Catholic Church position: No one is expected to stay in an abusive marriage.

Use pastoral interviews and programs to discover and help victims and prevent more.
1. marriage and marriage preparation – ask questions about DV individually not as couple
2. confession, e.g., anger with partner, follow up with DV questions
3. investigate when dealing with family problems of all kinds
4. educate teen group and middle school students about domestic and teen dating violence
5. have men’s group be active on speaking out against domestic violence


Charles W. Dahm, O.P., Director
Archdiocese of Chicago Domestic Violence Outreach
1914 S. Ashland Ave, Chicago, IL 60608. Office: Cell: 312-371-7752
cdahm13@gmail.com  www.DomesticViolenceOutreach.org                              









Crisis Center for South Suburbia
Hotline 708-429-SAFE (7233)     Administrative Line: 708-429-7255
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 39, Tinley Park, IL 60477

South Suburban Family Shelter: 18137 Harwood Ave, Homewood, IL 60430 
Phone: (708) 794-2140


Sarah’s Inn 309 Harrison, Oak Park, IL 60302, Office: (708) 386-3305,  Hotline: 708-386-4225 

Casa de Esperanza, 1115 N. 23rd Ave, Melrose Park, 708-345-3632




Connections for Abused Women and Children, 1116 N. Kedzie Ave, Chicago 60651, 773-489-9081, Hotline 773-278-4566

HOPE Family Services, 2020 S. Blue Island, 312-421-7647






Between Friends P.O. Box 608548, (773) 274-5232, hotline 800-603-4357 On Howard St. near Western.                                                                                       WINGS: 847-519-7828, PO Box 95615, Palatine, IL 60095
Catholic Charities, House of Peace, North Chicago, 224-430-4977                            A Safe Place   2710 17th St, Zion, IL 60099  (847) 731-7165                                Highland Park – Highwood Legal Aid Clinic, 491 Laurel Ave, Highland Park, 60035 947-737-4042

Catholic Charities, 721 N. LaSalle, 312-655-7725 or parish line 312-655-7106 (mention the parish you are from).
Life Span 701 Lee St. #700, Des Plaines, IL 60016, 847-824-0382

A New Direction, 773-253-7226; anewdirectionbmp.org Beverly–Morgan Park


HOPE Family Services (Casa Juan Diego), 2020 S. Blue Island, 312-421-7647.

Connections for Abused Women and Children, 1116 N. Kedzie Ave, Chicago 60651, 773-489-9081, Hotline 773-278-4566

Parish mentor is Bibiana Tohme tohmebibiana@gmail.com  708-971-3847


Crsis Center for South Suburbia
Hotline 708-429-SAFE (7233)     Administrative Line: 708-429-7255
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 39, Tinley Park, IL 60477

South Suburban Family Shelter: 18137 Harwood Ave, Homewood, IL 60430 
Phone: (708) 794-2140

Support contact: Bernita Johnson 773-846-5964, depaulgrad08@yahoo.com



Parish mentor: Diane O’Brien quiltsnow@icloud.com  (708) 824-1362

Corinne Chairez, chairezc21@core.com

Pillars:  Main office: 333 N. LaGrange Road, LaGrange, IL
24–hour domestic violence hotline: 708-485-5254
Additional office:  6415 S. Stanley, Berwyn, IL 708-995-3716 

Sarah’s Inn 309 Harrison, Oak Park, IL 60302
Office: (708) 386-3305,  Hotline: 708-386-4225 


Mutual Ground in Aurora, administration 630-897-0084; hotline 630-987-0080 

Family Shelter Services in Wheaton, 630-469-5650

Guardian Angel in Joliet, 815-729-1228

Catholic Charities (at St. Gall) 5533 S Sawyer Ave · 312-655-7725  or call Catholic Charities parish help line 312-655-7106 and say what parish you are from.  Catholic Charities also offers counseling at former Maria High School, 6321 S. California and St. Frances of Rome Parish, 1400 S. Austin.

Polish American Association, esusman@polish.org, 773-427-6357, 3834 N. Cicero.

Parish Mentor:  Nancy Kennedy: 708 325 8582; guardianangel@ameritech.net

For legal services: Life Span, 70 E. Lake St. Rm 600 Chicago 60601 (312) 408-1210 24-hr hotline Legal Services. For counseling at DesPlaines Office (847) 824-0382
Call Catholic Charities parish help line 312-655-7106 for a counseling appointment and say what parish you are from.  Counseling 1800 N. Hermitage (former St. Mary of Angels convent) and 721 N. LaSalle for legal assistance. 

Family Rescue  9204 S. Commercial Avenue Suite 401; 773-375-1918; 24-hour crisis line 800-360-6619
A New Direction, 773-253-7226; anewdirectionbmp.org Beverly–Morgan Park

YWCA,  1215 Church St, Evanston, IL 60201
Phone: (847) 864-8445  24-hour hotline  877-718-1868  

Northwestern University Women’s Center
2000 Sheridan Road, Evanston, IL 60208  and 1400 Abbott Hall, 710 N Lake Shore Dr, Chicago, IL 60611  Evanston (847) 491-7360  Chicago  (312) 503-3400


Parish Support:  Sylvia Hiple, 847/ 224-9027 sylvia.hiple@gmail.com

WINGS: 847-519-7828, PO Box 95615, Palatine, IL 60095

FAIR: Families and Adolescents in Recovery, Marta McGuinness, 847-359—5192, 2010 E. Algonquin Rd, Suite 203-206. Schaumburg, IL 60173marta@faircounseling.com




Mutual Ground 418 Oak Ave. Aurora IL 60506   Domestic Violence 
Hotline 630-    897-0080 (24 hrs); Sexual Assault Hotline 630-897-8383 (24 hrs); Administrative Offices 630-897-0084

Parish Support: Arantxa Martinez, (773) 491-7812; dv.learning.center@gmail.com


A Safe Place   2710 17th St, Zion, IL 60099  (847) 731-7165

House of Peace  North Chicago, Aida Segura (224)-430-4977

YWCA,  1215 Church St, Evanston, IL 60201
Phone: (847) 864-8445  24-hour hotline  877-718-1868
Between Friends P.O. Box 608548, (773) 274-5232, hotline 800-603-4357
Contact for counseling and housing services: WINGS  847-519-7828                             P.O. Box 95615 Palatine, IL 60095

Parish Support: Terri McDonnell:  terrimcdonnell79@gmail.com; 847-870-8486

For counseling, call Catholic Charities parish help line 312-655-7106 for an appointment and say what parish you are from.  Counseling is at one of three sites: St. Frances of Rome Parish, 1400 S. Austin, or 2601 W. Marquette Blvd or St. Gall parish, 5511 S. Sawyer, near Kedzie and 55th St. Also counseling is available at St. Pius V (Casa Juan Diego), 2020 S. Blue Island, 312-421-7647.

For counseling call Sarah’s Inn, 309 Harrison St., Oak Park, IL 60304. 708-386-4225

A Safe Place   2710 17th St, Zion, IL 60099  (847) 731-7165

House of Peace  North Chicago, Aida Segura (224)-430-4977


YWCA,  1215 Church St, Evanston, IL 60201
Phone: (847) 864-8445  24-hour hotline  877-718-1868
Between Friends P.O. Box 608548, (773) 274-5232, hotline 800-603-4357


Catholic Charities 1400 S. Austin Blvd, Cicero 
Office: (708) 222-1491 


For assistance, call Catholic Charities Parish line 312-655-7106 for an appointment.  You may have to leave a message and receive a call back, but be sure to mention the parish you are from. You should be able to make an appointment with a counselor at 6727 S. California Ave or at St. Gall, 5511 S. Sawyer, near corner of Kedzie and 55th St. or any other site where Catholic Charities counselors operate.


HOPE Family Services (Casa Juan Diego), 2020 S. Blue Island, 312-421-7647.

Connections for Abused Women and Children, 1116 N. Kedzie Ave, Chicago 60651, 773-489-9081, Hotline 773-278-4566


Crsis Center for South Suburbia
Hotline 708-429-SAFE (7233)     Administrative Line: 708-429-7255
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 39, Tinley Park, IL 60477

South Suburban Family Shelter: 18137 Harwood Ave, Homewood, IL 60430 
Phone: (708) 794-2140

Support contact: Bernita Johnson 773-846-5964, depaulgrad08@yahoo.com


Parish mentor: Diane O’Brien quiltsnow@icloud.com  (708) 824-1362

Corinne Chairez, chairezc21@core.com

Pillars:  Main office: 333 N. LaGrange Road, LaGrange, IL
24–hour domestic violence hotline: 708-485-5254
Additional office:  6415 S. Stanley, Berwyn, IL 708-995-3716 

Sarah’s Inn 309 Harrison, Oak Park, IL 60302
Office: (708) 386-3305,  Hotline: 708-386-4225 


Mutual Ground in Aurora, administration 630-897-0084; hotline 630-987-0080 

Family Shelter Services in Wheaton, 630-469-5650

Guardian Angel in Joliet, 815-729-1228

Catholic Charities (at St. Gall) 5533 S Sawyer Ave · 312-655-7725  or call Catholic Charities parish help line 312-655-7106 and say what parish you are from.  Catholic Charities also offers counseling at former Maria High School, 6321 S. California and St. Frances of Rome Parish, 1400 S. Austin.

Polish American Association, esusman@polish.org, 773-427-6357, 3834 N. Cicero.

Parish Mentor:  Nancy Kennedy: 708 325 8582; guardianangel@ameritech.net

For legal services: Life Span, 70 E. Lake St. Rm 600 Chicago 60601 (312) 408-1210 24-hr hotline Legal Services. For counseling at DesPlaines Office (847) 824-0382
Between Friends P.O. Box 608548, (773) 274-5232, hotline 800-603-4357 On Howard St. near Western.
Call Catholic Charities parish help line 312-655-7106 for a counseling appointment and say what parish you are from.  Counseling 1800 N. Hermitage (former St. Mary of Angels convent) and 721 N. LaSalle for legal assistance. 

Family Rescue  9204 S. Commercial Avenue Suite 401; 773-375-1918; 24-hour crisis line 800-360-6619
A New Direction, 773-253-7226; anewdirectionbmp.org Beverly–Morgan Park

YWCA,  1215 Church St, Evanston, IL 60201
Phone: (847) 864-8445  24-hour hotline  877-718-1868  

Northwestern University Women’s Center
2000 Sheridan Road, Evanston, IL 60208  and 1400 Abbott Hall, 710 N Lake Shore Dr, Chicago, IL 60611  Evanston (847) 491-7360  Chicago  (312) 503-3400


Parish Support:  Sylvia Hiple, 847/ 224-9027 sylvia.hiple@gmail.com

WINGS: 847-519-7828, PO Box 95615, Palatine, IL 60095

FAIR: Families and Adolescents in Recovery, Marta McGuinness, 847-359—5192, 2010 E. Algonquin Rd, Suite 203-206. Schaumburg, IL 60173marta@faircounseling.com





Mutual Ground 418 Oak Ave. Aurora IL 60506   Domestic Violence 
Hotline 630-    897-0080 (24 hrs); Sexual Assault Hotline 630-897-8383 (24 hrs); Administrative Offices 630-897-0084

Parish Support: Arantxa Martinez, (773) 491-7812; dv.learning.center@gmail.com


Sarah’s Inn 309 Harrison, Oak Park, IL 60302
Office: (708) 386-3305,  Hotline: 708-386-4225 
A Safe Place   2710 17th St, Zion, IL 60099  (847) 731-7165

House of Peace  North Chicago, Aida Segura (224)-430-4977

YWCA,  1215 Church St, Evanston, IL 60201
[bookmark: _GoBack]Phone: (847) 864-8445  24-hour hotline  877-718-1868
Between Friends P.O. Box 608548, (773) 274-5232, hotline 800-603-4357
Contact for counseling and housing services: WINGS  847-519-7828                             P.O. Box 95615 Palatine, IL 60095

Parish Support: Terri McDonnell:  terrimcdonnell79@gmail.com; 847-870-8486

For counseling, call Catholic Charities parish help line 312-655-7106 for an appointment and say what parish you are from.  Counseling is at one of three sites: St. Frances of Rome Parish, 1400 S. Austin, or 2601 W. Marquette Blvd or St. Gall parish, 5511 S. Sawyer, near Kedzie and 55th St. Also counseling is available at St. Pius V (Casa Juan Diego), 2020 S. Blue Island, 312-421-7647.

For counseling call Sarah’s Inn, 309 Harrison St., Oak Park, IL 60304. 708-386-4225

A Safe Place   2710 17th St, Zion, IL 60099  (847) 731-7165

House of Peace  North Chicago, Aida Segura (224)-430-4977


YWCA,  1215 Church St, Evanston, IL 60201
Phone: (847) 864-8445  24-hour hotline  877-718-1868
Between Friends P.O. Box 608548, (773) 274-5232, hotline 800-603-4357



Catholic Charities 1400 S. Austin Blvd, Cicero 
Office: (708) 222-1491 

Bibiana Tohme bibiana8876@att.net  708-971-3847  Parish Support Person


For assistance, call Catholic Charities Parish line 312-655-7106 for an appointment.  You may have to leave a message and receive a call back, but be sure to mention the parish you are from. You should be able to make an appointment with a counselor at 6727 S. California Ave or at St. Gall, 5511 S. Sawyer, near corner of Kedzie and 55th St. or any other site where Catholic Charities counselors operate.
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